
THE SADDLEBACK VALLEY BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

             We Will Meet:  Thursday, May 2, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
        At the Norman Murray Community & Senior Center 
                    24932 Veterans Way, Mission Viejo, CA 

DIRECTIONS:  Meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Norman Murray Community and 
Senior Center, 24932 Veterans Way in Mission Viejo.  Visitors Welcome!   Where is that?  Off the I-5 take the La Paz 
exit.  Go east on La Paz past Marguerite Parkway to Veterans’ Way.  Turn left.  The parking lot is at the road’s end.  We 
are in room Sycamore B.

May 2024

Pup Talk

Volume 31, Number 5

FEATURED THIS MONTH: “Bromeliads in Australia:  The 2008 BSI World Conference”

Cristy Brenner will share her experiences 
at the 2008 BSI World Conference in 
Australia. She has attended all of the BSI 
World Conferences (WBC) since 2000, 
and states that this conference was 
definitely one of the best.  The 
conference was held in Cairns, in the 
tropical area of Northeastern Australia. 
Many members from our society and 
other Southern California societies 
attended. The Aussie’s are exceptional 
growers and hybridizers and created 
beautiful displays.   We also toured many 
amazing gardens and enjoyed the 
Aussie’s great hospitality.   

This talk is designed to get us excited 
about the 2026 World Conference that 
our society will be hosting. We will have 
the oppor tun i ty to see how an 
international conference is organized to give us some ideas for our future conference. Hopefully, all of the 
Southern California Bromeliad societies will participate with us to make this a very successful conference. 



This Meeting Includes: 
Bromeliads and More Wonderful Bromeliads: 
  *  Show & Tell – A meeting highlight.  Bring in your bloomers, show stoppers, interesting          
 plants, questions, even disasters.  Help all of us learn and enjoy while you    
 get a free raffle ticket. 
  *  Raffle Table – A chance to add to your collection; buy lots of tickets! 
  *  Silent Auction – We usually have special plants for you to bid on. 

  *  Library & Information – Want to learn even more?  Check out a book and read up!    
 Or ask our bromeliad experts that question that is bugging you!  We love to talk Bromeliads! 

Upcoming Events (mark your calendars): 

 May 2 — Our meeting with slides of the 2008 BSI World Conference in Australia. 
   
 May 5 — South Bay Bromeliad Associates (SBBA) meeting in Palos Verdes. 
         
 May 22-25 — World Bromeliad Conference (BSI) in West Palm Beach, Florida (see   
 bsi.org). 

 May Refreshment Signups:  Wendy Grande, Johanna Browne, Sean Donlin, and Irv &  
 Sharon Gram. Thank you! 
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Sherman Show and Sale: 

Our annual spring event at the Sherman Library and 
Gardens was a great success.  Thank you to Sherman 
Gardens for providing a wonderful venue to display 
and sell our favorite Bromeliads. Fortunately, we 
dodged the “weather bullet” with torrential rain the 
weekend before our event and light rain the weekend 
after.  We had beautiful weather, which was very 
important since we had an outdoor plant sale in the 
Tea Garden.   

Thank you to all of our volunteers who worked so 
hard preparing plants to show and sell and to those 
who worked long hours, especially our cashiers.  
Special thank you’s go to Norm Nakanishi for 
arranging the event with Sherman and overseeing the 
show; to Don DeBok for his exceptional construction 
skills in our sales area: and to our President, Chris 
Bruce, for keeping everything well-organized.  Finally, 
thank you to all of our members who provided 
Bromeliads for our show, especially to the newer 
members who participated for the first time. 

At left is a photo of Bromeliad inflorescences from 
Cristy’s garden that she used for two lectures to 
introduce the public to our amazing plants.  Please see 
pages 6 and 7 for more photos of our show and sale.
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Plant Preparation Workshops:  On Saturday, March 30, we held our second workshop to 
prepare plants for our Sherman Gardens Show and Sale (photos below). Workshops are 
usually located in Patti and Pete’s beautiful garden, but a rainy day necessitated moving it into 
the covered patio and garage area.  (Photos by Hank Bruce)

   Thank you 
Pete and Patti
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The Saturday morning crew 
(above)—only some of our 
many volunteers.

Our non-judged show (above) is 
designed to educate the public 
about the diversity of Bromeliads.

 Sherman Gardens Show and Sale
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In Memoriam:  The Bromeliad world recently lost two of its very special people.  Derek Butcher, from 
Australia, conducted Bromeliad research and had a profound effect on our ability to find information about 
our plants.  Below is a small article about Derek that was sent to BSI members.  

Closer to home, we have lost Paul Isley, 
co-owner of Rainforest Flora in 
Torrance. If you have any Tillandsias, 
there’s a good chance they were 
hybridized by Paul or at least grown at 
his nursery.  Unfortunately, we have lost 
another very important member of the 
Bromeliad world.  (Thank you to SBBA 
Editor Katherine Poehlmann for 
allowing me to use her edited article 
below from the Rainforest Flora 
Facebook post.) 

More sad news: We have recently 
learned that long- t ime member 
Catherine Petit has passed away after 
her long health battle.  We will miss 
seeing her at our meetings. 






