
THE SADDLEBACK VALLEY BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

               No meeting this month:  Happy Fourth of July! 
        At the Norman Murray Community & Senior Center 
                    24932 Veterans Way, Mission Viejo, CA 

DIRECTIONS:  Meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Norman Murray Community and 
Senior Center, 24932 Veterans Way in Mission Viejo.  Visitors Welcome!   Where is that?  Off the I-5 take the La Paz 
exit.  Go east on La Paz past Marguerite Parkway to Veterans’ Way.  Turn left.  The parking lot is at the road’s end.  We 
are in room Sycamore B.

July 2024

Pup Talk

Volume 31, Number 7

FEATURED THIS MONTH:  You visit Sherman Gardens for Plant-O-Rama:

While you are at Sherman Gardens, walk around the 
beautiful grounds and don’t miss what we call “Dylan’s 
Garden.” Dylan Zoller joined our club just after graduating 
from High School and shortly thereafter began working at 
Sherman Gardens.  The following summer he traveled with 
some of our members to the World Bromeliad Conference 
in Sarasota, Florida, where he met many of the important 
people of the Bromeliad world.  Several weeks later, he 
went on a Bromeliad tour to Brazil with a couple of our 
members. This was a life-changing experience.  At age 21, 
he is currently on his third trip to Brazil, and he has also 
participated in plant trips with our club members to Ecuador 
and Colombia. 

Dylan’s knowledge of Bromeliads and numerous other plant 
families is astounding and he is now majoring in Botany.  
He is very talented and was given the opportunity to 
completely renovate a small portion of the garden.  His goal 
was to re-create the landscape of Brazil that he found so 
fascinating.  The photo at right was taken by Patti Dunn, 
one of our members who volunteers at Sherman Gardens.  It 
captures just a small portion of this very beautiful and truly 
unique rock garden. Please join us for our annual Plant-O-
Rama sale and also enjoy “Dylan’s garden.”



This Meeting Includes: 
Bromeliads and More Wonderful Bromeliads: 
  *  Show & Tell – A meeting highlight.  Bring in your bloomers, show stoppers, interesting          
 plants, questions, even disasters.  Help all of us learn and enjoy while you    
 get a free raffle ticket. 
  *  Raffle Table – A chance to add to your collection; buy lots of tickets! 
  *  Silent Auction – We usually have special plants for you to bid on. 

  *  Library & Information – Want to learn even more?  Check out a book and read up!    
 Or ask our bromeliad experts that question that is bugging you!  We love to talk Bromeliads! 

  Upcoming Events (mark your calendars): 
          
  July 4 — No monthly meeting: HOLIDAY—Happy Fourth of July! 

  July 7 — South Bay Bromeliad Associates (SBBA) picnic (Rolling Hills Estates). 

  July 20-21 — Sherman Gardens Plant-O-Rama Sale (See below). 

  August 10 — South Bay Bromeliad Show and Sale (see page 8). 
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Important:  Our summer sale is this month and we need your help to provide plants and assistance at 
the sale.   We will set up the sales booth at Sherman Gardens on Friday morning (July 19) and sale plants 
may be brought there beginning at 12 noon.  If you are selling plants, please read the instructions on page 
7, as there are some changes.  Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you there.
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Fantastic Plant Sale 

Garden                 
! Tour

Nursery Tour

Judged Show

Botanical Garden Tour

Rare Plant Auction
Great Presentations

At the end of May, six of our members traveled to West Palm Beach, Florida, for the fantastic BSI International 
Conference.  We had a wonderful event-filled week and learned a great deal about how to organize our own WBC 
conference in Costa Mesa in 2026.  Nada participated in a Judge’s training class and Nancy attended the BSI Board 
meeting.  Shown below enjoying the Mounts Botanical Garden:  Mary, Chris, Patti, and Cristy.
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Sherman Gardens Plant-O-Rama 2024

Please join us for our annual summer Bromeliad sale at Sherman Gardens on July 20-21.  We will not 
be alone.  There will also be booths from other plant societies such as begonias, orchids, ferns, and 
carnivorous plants.  If you are a member, you may sell or donate plants for the sale (see page 7 for 
details).  Our sales space is limited (about 10 x 20 feet and much smaller than at our spring sale in the 
Tea Room).  If you bring a large number of plants to sell, be prepared to store some under the tables 
until sales space becomes available.

We are sorry to report that one of our 
long-time members will be moving out 
of state.  Lee Brandt has rarely missed a 
meeting and has been an active 
participant in our silent auction (both 
bidding on and selling plants).  Lee (in 
the black shirt above) was always 
looking for unusual Bromeliads to add to 
his collection and he provided many rare 
plants for our sales.  He will not be able 
to grow Bromeliads in his new home up 
north and we want to thank him for 
donating many of his plants to our 
society.  Lee—enjoy your new home.  
We will miss you. 2023 Sale

Please share our flyer on page two with your 
friends, local garden clubs, Nextdoor, etc.  Also, 
please volunteer to help at our sale.  Since we 
will not have a July meeting to sign up, just 
come and o!er to help.  If you are a new 
member, it is a great opportunity to learn more 
about Bromeliads by listening to long-time 
members talking to customers.  Please bring 
water, snacks or whatever else you will need for 
your time at the gardens and don’t forget to 
wear your badge.  Many of us will be there for 
most of both days because it’s so much fun!

Bromeliad artwork by Amy at left.










